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** F I E L D N 0 T E S
January 5, 1969
**
**
*
*
************************************
WARDEN SUPERVISOR CHARLES TOBIE, WINTHROP, DIV. B.
During the 12 month period from Dec . 1, 1968 through Nov. 30, 1969, a total of 401 deer
were reported as killed by other than legal hunters, as follows: Automobiles killed 220,
illegal hunters 27 , crop damage 7, dogs 110, bobcat 2, other 35. Thirty moose were reported
killed during the same period. These figures involve 12 warden districts. Apparently we
have deer left in the Thorndike area; Warden Lowell Thomas reported seeing 10 deer in one
field there five days after the season closed.
Warden Dean Jordan, Wiscasset:
ftll hunters that I talked with at the last of the season
(except road hunters) had at least seen several deer. I believe there are plenty of deer
left. (Note: this district registered 64 more deer in 1969 than in 1968.) The duck
hunters here did very well on black ducks. There were thousands of divers and sea ducks,
with not many hunters, as usual . The new dog law preventing hunting with dogs during
November has helped considerably; only two complaints of deer hunters using dogs this season.
~~r. Chester Dorr dropped a 200 lb. deer at Dresden.
It was a nine point animal with antlers
in velvet, like in July. Retired assistant chief of the Game Division Steve Powell examined
the deer and reported it as being a freak with some male and some female organs.
WARDEN SUPERVISOR GENE MALLORY, MACHIAS, DIV. D.
The ground remains bare in all coastal sections of the division. We have from three to six
inches of snow above the airline (Route 9) and in the Topsfield, Danforth areas. Trappers
have had problems finding ice enough to walk on. The water is still high in brooks and
streams but is dropping fast with the cold, clear weather we've had for the past couple of
nights. Larry Rideout of Whiting called recently. He requested blood meal to save his
strawberry plants from deer. The l atest (or earliest) I ever recall having a crop damage
complaint. I still have a robin around my lawn and several people have reported seeing
them in the area.
Warden Carleton Hill, Cherryfield: Former Game Warden Raymond Harrington of Deblois
reported seeing a fat healthy woodcock on December 24, 1969, at his home. Rabbits are
very scarce in my district this year, hunters having very poor hunting in most cases.
WARDEN SUPERVISOR CURTIS F. COOPER, STOCKHOLM, DIV. I
Just about everything has happened this fa 11 , and in a way other than norma 1 for ~lorthe rn
Maine. Mr. C. A. Anderson plowed sod land on Dec. ]2 and 13. I observed some cattle
grazing in the pastures on the same date. About 3/4 of Long Lake froze Dec. 18. Cross
and Mud lakes had seven inches of ice on the same date. Gravel roads as dusty as any time
in August also Dec. 18. Dec. 19, Reginald Hebert ofT. 17, R.4, brought to my residence a
large horned owl that had apparently tried to kill a porcupine. The bird was still alive
and not · a bi t belligerent. I suggested we should destroy it. Mr. Hebert, being fond of
birds and wildlife, attempted to save the bird; he and his wife removed over 200 quills
from the head, breast, feet and wings, fed the owl some meat, and put it in a box in their
basement. However, Saturday morn i ng it died.
MORE

FIELD NOTES/add 1
There appears to be more than the usual number of beaver trappers in the Division so far this
year. I expect it is due to the ease in traveling unplowed roads throughout the area.
Snowmobiles have not been used for this purpose as yet.
I talked to wardens Philip Dumond and John Caron Dec. 22, and Dumond replied that he has a
lot more deer than he had thought at the beginning and throughout most of the season.
Warden Caron stated that it is unbelieveable the number of tracks in the fresh cuttings
at this time. He stated that it ' s hard to guess how they kept out of sight during the
Wardens Leonard Pelletier and John Crabtree have maintained all fall that
hunting season.
there is a good bunch of deer, but it was necessary to get off the roads and hunt in the
thick growth. It's impossible for me to understand why people get in such a Stir when we
don•t shoot 40,000 or more deer every fall. Our woods are so big, even though we have more
hunters, it is impossible to move deer when they think otherwise. rt•s their home, and they
usually get along pretty well when they have a small area where they can feed, drink, and
hide. I recall that when we first started patrolling the back country with planes, deer
tracks were not at all plentiful . The deer were not being poached and were seldom hunted so
far back; and there were no roads such as now for hunters to patrol and expect to see
We are receiving snow today, and have accumulated about
deer crossing every~ mile or so.
6 inches at supper time. 6 a.m. 12/23/69 12 inches of snow.
WARDEN SUPERVISOR DAVID PRIEST, LINCOLN CENTER, DIV. G.
Deer are coming to the fields after apples in many areas . The poachers are after them nights,
as could be expected. I have had reports of shooting at night from several areas, and
reports of l i ghts being flashed in the orchards. I have not run into any pickerel fishermen
yet. I guess the ice is just too thin for even the most adventuresome of them. There seems
to be a lot of interest in beaver trapping this winter. In the southern end of our division
we had an ice storm last week which left a coating of ice over everything. ~1any trees were
loaded so heavy with it that they broke under the weight. These conditions must have been
rough on our grouse who depend on buds as the main source of their diet. The buds were
surrounded with a casing of solid ice~
On Christmas day I received a report of a deer
having broken through the ice on the Penobscot River ..f The river at this point is frozen out
from each side with an open place about 30 yards wide in the center where there is a strong
current. I was able to get to the deer, a big doe, and load her into my boat and take her
to shore. After a rub down and a little rest she was able to bound off into the woods.
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